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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent applicator*. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report arc enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The Search (Division Informs the applicant that if the European search report b also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned In the claims, a further search fee must De 
paid for eacn ot these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notlflcailon of thle communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 868. — ) or tne equivalent applicable on the date of payment Is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 
See also OJ EPO 00/1999, 400. 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text Is attached to the 
present communication. 

H Additional sei(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, fre search fee(s) wai be debited onftf. 
the last day of the period for payment. For Tunner details see the Arrangements tor the automatic ' 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several Inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-8 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleos1de 
reverse transcriptase anti retroviral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic add encoding HIV reverse 
transcriptase (HIV-RT) having a mutation at codon 236 or at 
codons 236 and 103 , 181 or a combination thereof: and method 
and resistance test vector for assessing the biological 
effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retrovl ral drug 
compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of reverse 
transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at codon 236 or at 
codon 236 and 103, 181 or a combination thereof. 



2. claims: 1-8 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase anti retroviral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic add encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 225 or codons 225 and 193, 181 or a 
combination thereof; and method and/or resistance test 
vector for assessing the biological effectiveness of a 
candidate HIV anti retrovl ral drug compound comprising a 
patient-derived segment [of reverse transcriptase] which 
comprises a mutation at said codons. 



3. claims: 1-8 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase anti retrovi ral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient conprlslng evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 196 or codons 199 and 89 r 101, 103 or a 
combination thereof; and method and/or resistance test 
vector for assessing the biological effectiveness of a 
candidate HIV anti retrovl ral drug compound comprising a 
patient-derived segment [of reverse transcriptase] which 
comprises a mutation at said codons. 



4. claims; 1-8 (partially) 
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The Searcn Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase ant 1 retroviral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic add encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 239 or codons 238 and 181; and method 
and/or resistance test vector for assessing the biological 
effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retrovi ral drug 
compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of reverse 
transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at said codons. 



S. claims: 1-8 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase anti retrovi ral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 188 or codons 188 and 138, 183. 1G9 or a 
combination thereof; and method and/or resistance test 
vector for assessing the biological effectiveness of a 
candidate HIV anti retrovi ral drug compound comprising a 
patient-derived segment [of reverse transcriptase] which 
comprises a mutation at said codons. 



S. claims: 1-7 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleos1de 
reverse transcriptase anti retrovi ral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 181 or codons 181 and 98, 106, 227 or a 
combination thereof; and method and/or resistance test 
vector for assessing the biological effectiveness of a 
candidate HIV anti retrovi ral drug compound comprising a 
patient-derived segment [of reverse transcriptase] which 
comprises a mutation at said codon (s). 



7. claims: 1-7 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase anti retrovi ral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 106 or codons 106 and 227, 189 or a 
combination thereof; and method and/or resistance test 
vector for assessing the biological effectiveness of a 
candidate HIV anti retrovi ral drug compound comprising a 
patient-derived segment [of reverse transcriptase] which 
comprises a mutation at said codon (s). 
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"me Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity ol invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions! namely: 



8. claims: 1-7 (partially) 

Method for assessing the effectiveness of non- nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase anti retroviral therapy of an 
HIV-infected patient comprising evaluating whether a patient 
plasma sample contains nucleic acid encoding HIV-RT having a 
mutation at codon 103 or codons 103 and 109; and method 
and/or resistance test vector for assessing the biological", 
effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retroviral drug 
compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of reverse 
transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at said codon(s). 



9. claims: 6,7 (partially) 

Method and resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retrovl ral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of 
reverse transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at codon 
227. 



10. claims; 6,7 (partially) 

Method and resistance test vector for assessing the 
biological effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retrovl ral 
drug compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of 
reverse transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at codon 
189. 



11. claim: 7 (partially) 

Resistance test vector for assessing the biological 
effectiveness of a candidate HIV anti retrovl ral drug 
compound comprising a patient-derived segment [of reverse 
transcriptase] which comprises a mutation at codons 103 and 
181. 



The single general concept that may possibly link Inventions 1 to 11 
listed above, as required by Rule 39 EPC, appears to be the provision of 
methods and/or products for assessing drug effectiveness involving HIV-RT 
having a mutation at a certain codon. 

Methods and/or products for assessing drug effectiveness involving HIV-RT 
having a mutation at a certain codon are already disclosed in the prior 
art (cf. W097/27332 A: p. 4. 1 . IS - p. 5, 1 . 6; Tables 1 and 2; cf. 
Oueweke et al (1993): Table 1; Fig. 2: p. 4713, co. 2. par. 2 - p. 4714, 
co. 2, par. 2; cf. Romero et al (1996): Table 1; p. 3787, co. 1, par. 5 - 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of Invention and relates to several inventions or groups of Inventions, namely: 

col. 2, par. 3; cf. : De Clercq (1997): Tables 4 and 5). 
Therefore, the above defined single general concept lacks novelty and 
thus does not represent a single general Inventive concept. Hence, the 
present application lacks unity (Art. 82 EPC). 
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